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STOP PRESS

Sussex Police Offshore Sailing Club now has its own website, thanks to our own Webmaster, Dusty Miller.  Log on to http://sposc.weebly.com check out the site, have your say, advertise gear for sale and even read Scuttlebutt.  

Police Sport UK Offshore Sailing Championship 2009
by Terry Clothier
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It seems only a short time ago that the Sussex race crew stood in a cosy Scottish Hotel in the Western Isles listening to Alan Costello, in a moment of reckless bravado, announcing that Sussex would host the PSUK Championship.  Of course, the rest is history.  Alan managed to get himself posted to some far corner of the war torn world, Assistant Chief Constable Jeremy Paine offered his support and the backing of the force, so in May 2008 Sussex confirmed their intention to host the 2009 race week.  It has been a year of intense effort and planning.  This being our first time as host has meant an incredibly steep learning curve for many of the organising committee.  Nevertheless we worked hard and were rewarded with a little luck as Police Credit Union, thanks to Peter Evans stepped in to sponsor us.  George Burrows quickly followed suit and later in the day Craig Wallis of G4S promised support.  RYA Sailability, one of the charities we chose to ally ourselves to, was extremely helpful as were the Martlets Hospice.  Local crime writer Peter James and his publisher Macmillan’s gave us 100 of Peter’s books, while Team Sailing and Commodore Yachting both donated generous raffle prizes.  All was looking good and our position improved when David Nicholls, of the Metropolitan Police agreed to be our race officer.  This proved to be a real bonus as David is extremely experienced, very helpful and guided us safely throughout.  A friend of race crew member Guy Smith, Alex Tullett offered the use of his boat as a committee boat and ‘Dawn Lady’ a 9 ton Hillyard was the ideal craft for the job.  Graham Castell provided his 37 foot Dehler ‘Ruby Tuesday’ as an office boat while Commodore Yachting’s ‘Adelaide Star’, the Bavaria 44 was once again chartered as our support boat.  Of course Sunsail were engaged to provide the matched racing fleet, Sue Moss being an invaluable ally to our committee.  We were also fortunate to meet Mike Ring of ‘Ring Powercraft’, Ford.  Not only did he provide two bottles of Champagne to sponsor a race and provide a raffle prize, but he also made available from Tuesday to Thursday, a 9 metre fast (actually very fast) RIB.  This splendid craft was used for ferrying crew and helpers as well as making a fine base for our photographer, Kevin Claxton.  
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Of course, during all this time the internet was crammed with messages, adverts and questions to varying competitors, sponsors and helpers.  Cheques poured in as did mountains of information and during the last month it became a daily question and answer session.  Eventually the time arrived and although it felt we could do with another month to prepare it was time to put to sea.  Even at that late stage there were huge concerns.  The one thing we couldn’t cater for was the weather.  With the committee boat at Shoreham and the office boat at Eastbourne we needed reasonable conditions to get them to Port Solent safely.  Graham Castell left Eastbourne in the early hours and phoned me around 0930 on Friday 15th May to say he was off Shoreham and sailing comfortably at 4½ knots in a gentle breeze.  An hour later and nearing Littlehampton the wind had increased dramatically and was naturally right on the nose.  Avoiding the Looe channel meant miles extra in appalling conditions but they struggled on, not arriving in the Solent until late evening.  Guy and Alex sailed ‘Dawn Lady’ through equally horrendous conditions on Saturday and to my mind they, as well as Graham and crew Mark were the heroes of the week.  I must say I was delighted, as well as relieved to find them safe and well at Port Solent when I arrived on Sunday, by road.    
This year’s event got underway on the evening of Sunday 17th May, when 24 teams representing 17 forces met at the Sunsail Building, Port Solent and were allocated their yachts.  The matched fleet of Sunsail Sunfast 37’s were carefully checked over by competitors. 
Monday morning saw a blustery start to the week with wind gusts, as forecast by the Met Office, to force 8.  The fleet, eventually mustered off Cowes, gathered to watch the Solent Coastguard helicopter winch an injured crewman from the Greater Manchester team boat before the start of race 1.   Racing was abandoned after the first race due to the conditions.  An improvement in Tuesday’s weather meant four exciting races around the cans were possible, making up for Monday.

By Wednesday conditions were ideal and just before 8 a.m. the fleet gathered at Gurnard to start a classic ‘Round the Island’ race.  Spirits were high and the fleet made good progress, with only a brief delay off St. Catherine’s Point awaiting a turn of the tide.  21 boats completed the course, a dying wind cheating the last three only metres from the finish line.  None the less all crews returned to Cowes Yacht Haven tired but happy after a good days sailing.  

Fine weather Thursday saw two short races before the fleet gathered at the Folly Inn for the weeks social event and formal dinner, where Sara Thornton, Chief Constable of Thames Valley and Chair of the PSUK Sailing Section was the guest of honour.  The final race, from Bramble to Gilkicker on Friday morning preceded the fleets return to Port Solent for the presentation of trophies at which Peter Evans of Police Credit Union, the events major sponsor was present.  Pete Walters, skipper of the Nottinghamshire ‘A’ team dominated the weeks sailing, taking first place overall as well as a good number of other trophies, with four firsts during the week. Mets Andy Robinson and Roger Glass finished second and third respectively, with hosts Sussex under skipper Steve Rigby holding on to a creditable fourth place. 
Ian Ingram of West Midlands was awarded the RYA Sailability Trophy for the ‘most improved team’ of the week, with Cleveland ‘A’ and Northumbria taking the ‘Buddy’ prize.

The Sussex Race Team








This years PSUK Offshore Sailing Championship has been organised by officers and members of the Sussex Police Offshore Sailing Club (SPOSC);

Steve Rigby
Chairman and Race Skipper



Terry Clothier
Commodore, Race Treasurer & Safety Officer



Freya Carter
Vice Chairman and Race Treasurer



Dusty Miller
Webmaster



Julia Beckett
Secretary



Kevin Claxton
Risk Assessor and Sponsor Liaison



Kevin Wallis


Jon Lelliott

Dave Frey



Donna Powell


Guy Smith

Graham Castell




Andy Richardson


The committee also extend their grateful thanks to;


Giles York
Deputy Chief Constable


Sussex Police


Jeremy Paine
former Assistant Chief Constable
Sussex Police

Sara Thornton

CC Thames Valley Police
PSUK

Helen Neaverson
Secretary


PSUK

Alex Bissett

former Treasurer

PSUK

David Nicholls





Race Officer

Sue Moss





Sunsail
 



Alex Tullett

Skipper
/ Owner


‘Dawn Lady’

Final     Overall
	Sailed:9, Discards:2, To count:7, Entries:24, Scoring system:My scoring system

	Rank
	SailNo
	Helm
	Club
	R1
	R2
	R3
	R4
	R5
	R6
	R7
	R8
	R9
	Total
	Nett
	Notes

	1st
	11
	PETE WALTERS
	NOTTS
	(3.0)
	(3.0)
	2.0
	2.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	1.0
	15.0
	9.0
	 

	2nd
	3 (20)
	ANDREW ROBINSON
	MET D
	2.0
	1.0
	1.0
	(13.0)
	2.0
	(3.0)
	2.0
	2.0
	2.0
	28.0
	12.0
	 

	3rd
	8
	ROGER GLASS
	MET A
	5.0
	2.0
	(10.0)
	6.0
	9.0
	2.0
	5.0
	(25.0 RAF)
	3.0
	67.0
	32.0
	 

	4th
	36
	STEVE RIGBY
	SUSSEX
	6.0
	4.0
	6.0
	3.0
	3.0
	(10.0)
	4.0
	9.5
	(12.0)
	57.5
	35.5
	 

	5th
	26
	STUART JENKINS
	MET B
	(10.0)
	7.0
	3.0
	7.0
	7.0
	4.0
	3.0
	5.0
	(8.0)
	54.0
	36.0
	 

	6th
	38
	TONY RIORDAN
	CLEVELAND A
	1.0
	8.0
	4.0
	1.0
	6.0
	(12.0)
	(11.0)
	8.0
	9.0
	60.0
	37.0
	 

	7th
	5
	TREVOR BARDWELL-JONES
	DEVON AND CORNWALL A
	(25.0 DSQ)
	10.0
	5.0
	5.0
	5.0
	(13.0)
	9.0
	6.0
	7.0
	85.0
	47.0
	 

	8th
	32
	CHRIS JELLIS
	DEVON AND CORNWALL B
	8.0
	9.0
	9.0
	(25.0 RAF)
	8.0
	6.0
	8.0
	4.0
	(10.0)
	87.0
	52.0
	 

	9th
	35
	IAN INGRAM
	WEST MIDS
	11.0
	11.0
	(13.0)
	9.0
	(16.0)
	9.0
	7.0
	3.0
	4.0
	83.0
	54.0
	 

	10th
	18
	DAVID LAVENDAR
	KENT
	4.0
	6.0
	7.0
	4.0
	10.0
	16.0
	10.0
	(25.0 RAF)
	(25.0 DNS)
	107.0
	57.0
	 

	11th
	39
	GARTH HENRY
	PSNI
	(13.0)
	5.0
	8.0
	12.0
	11.0
	(15.0)
	12.0
	7.0
	6.0
	89.0
	61.0
	 

	12th
	28
	HENRY SCUTT
	WARWICKSHIRE
	9.0
	14.0
	14.0
	8.0
	(15.0)
	(17.0)
	6.0
	9.5
	11.0
	103.5
	71.5
	 

	13th
	13
	TIM DOUGLAS
	NORTHUMBRIA
	(15.0)
	13.0
	11.0
	10.0
	12.0
	5.0
	13.0
	(14.0)
	14.0
	107.0
	78.0
	 

	14th
	37
	TONY ONIONS
	LEICESTERSHIRE
	12.0
	15.0
	15.0
	11.0
	13.0
	(20.0)
	15.0
	12.0
	(25.0 DNS)
	138.0
	93.0
	 

	15th
	27
	PAUL DEAKIN
	WEST MIDS B
	7.0
	(19.0)
	12.0
	(25.0 DNF)
	14.0
	18.0
	16.0
	15.0
	16.0
	142.0
	98.0
	 

	16th
	23
	DAVID OLD
	LANCS
	17.0
	(23.0)
	16.0
	16.0
	(20.0)
	7.0
	18.0
	20.0
	5.0
	142.0
	99.0
	 

	17th
	30
	IAN BEDFORD
	CLEVELAND B
	19.0
	16.0
	(25.0 DSQ)
	15.0
	4.0
	8.0
	(25.0 DNS)
	25.0 DNS
	25.0 DNC
	162.0
	112.0
	 

	18th
	34
	STAN THINGSAKER
	HERTS
	(21.0)
	(21.0)
	17.0
	18.0
	18.0
	11.0
	14.0
	17.0
	18.0
	155.0
	113.0
	 

	19th
	29
	NICK SHAW
	NOTTS B
	18.0
	20.0
	(25.0 DNF)
	14.0
	(25.0 DNS)
	14.0
	21.0
	16.0
	13.0
	166.0
	116.0
	 

	20th
	42 (31)
	IAN MILL
	MET C
	16.0
	12.0
	(25.0 RAF)
	(25.0 RAF)
	25.0 DNS
	25.0 RAF
	20.0
	11.0
	17.0
	176.0
	126.0
	 

	21st
	33
	PAUL HOBSON
	GMP
	(25.0 DNS)
	18.0
	20.0
	17.0
	17.0
	19.0
	22.0
	13.0
	(25.0 DNC)
	176.0
	126.0
	 

	22nd
	52 (17)
	ANDY RONALD
	STRATHCLYDE
	14.0
	17.0
	18.0
	(25.0 RAF)
	(25.0 DNS)
	25.0 DNF
	19.0
	18.0
	15.0
	176.0
	126.0
	 

	23rd
	19
	JIM WATSON
	LOTHIAN AND BORDERS
	20.0
	(22.0)
	(21.0)
	19.0
	19.0
	21.0
	17.0
	19.0
	19.0
	177.0
	134.0
	 

	24th
	24
	GED SHARP
	WEST YORKS
	22.0
	24.0
	19.0
	20.0
	21.0
	(25.0 DNF)
	23.0
	21.0
	(25.0 DNF)
	200.0
	150.0
	 


Scoring codes used
	Code
	Description
	Points

	DNC
	Did not come to the starting area
	25

	DNF
	Started but did not finish
	25

	DNS
	Came to the start area but did not start
	25

	DSQ
	Disqualification
	25

	RAF
	Retired after finishing
	25
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PSUK 2009 Trophies

	Trophy
	Awarded For
	Team
	Skipper

	PAA Shield
	1st Overall
	Nottinghamshire ‘A’
	Pete Walters

	Hampshire Solent Cup
	2nd Overall
	Metropolitan ‘D’
	Andy Robinson

	Anchor
	3rd Overall
	Metropolitan ‘C’
	Roger Glass

	Overnight Bell
	Winner of the Passage Race
	Nottinghamshire ‘A’
	Pete Walters

	G4S Trophy
	Winner of the Passage Race
	Nottinghamshire ‘A’
	Pete Walters

	Stern Light
	Last to finish the Passage Race
	Lothian & Borders
	Jim Watson

	Sailability Cup
	Most improved during the series
	West Midlands ‘A’
	Ian Ingram

	Ring Powercraft

Champagne
	Winner of Race 7
	Nottinghamshire ‘A’
	Pete Walters

	Buddy System Award
	Top scoring Pair Sponsored by PCU
	Cleveland ‘A’

Northumbria
	Tony Riordan

Tim Douglas


Sussex Police Offshore Sailing Club – Owners Rally – 2009
The owners Rally is scheduled to go ahead from Monday 8th June, 2009 in the Solent.  There are still places available for crew on board ‘Ruby Tuesday’, a most comfortable 37 foot Dehler skippered by Graham Castell and ‘Oh Deer’, Mike Tagg’s Impala.  If you want to sail contact Julia Beckett or me, Terry Clothier as soon as possible.  Time is running out.  
Editorial Note

Please remember that this is your magazine and should reflect your views and experiences for the benefit of other members.  If you have any comment, articles or photographs you feel are appropriate for inclusion then please forward them to me terryclothier@hotmail.com for publication.

The opinions expressed in articles within Scuttlebutt are those of the individual only and not necessarily those of the Sussex Police Offshore Sailing Club.  No responsibility can be accepted for any inaccuracies or omissions.  

Peter James No.1 Crime Writer
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Commodore Yachting, Gosport Marina, Mumby Road, Gosport. PO12 1AX


Tel: 023 9250 4443 or 07971 290580








Police Credit Union


� HYPERLINK "http://www.policecu.co.uk" ��www.policecu.co.uk� 


Savings and loans for the police family


Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority





G4S Policing Solutions
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